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MARK J. KRUPKA

We wanted to try to get this newsletter out early 
so that anyone going to the Pondapalooza, 
National Pond Expo and Conference would 
have time to read it before the conference.  

EPA Water Efficiency Program ï The EPA 
has recently prepared specifications for a 
program on Water Efficient homes, much like 
the program for Energy Efficient Homes, that 
is highly critical of water features.  In fact, an 
excerpt from this program reads as follows:  

Ornamental Water Features ï This 
specification establishes that builders shall 
not install or facilitate the installation of 
ornamental water features. Ornamental 
water features are defined as fountains, 
ponds, waterfalls, man-made streams and 
other decorative water-related constructions 
provided solely for aesthetic or beautification 
purposes. Because these water features serve 
no functional or practical purpose their water 
use is not considered efficient.

This can be pretty scary if you derive a lot of 
your income from the water feature industry.  
As many people have already pointed out to 
me, policies like this often end up being made 
into law and several drought stricken states are 
already adopting similar language into water 
usage guidelines.  Many times, programs like 

the EPA program are trial balloons, used to 
determine how much of a negative reaction they 
will get if this type of restriction goes forward 
in the legislative process.  We have to make sure 
that we let them know that they will be cutting 
a $2 billion/yr. business off at the knees for very 
little environmental benefit.  (The water usage 
in water features is less than 0.1% of water 
consumed in this country at this time.)  More 
water is lost through exfiltration from leaking 
water mains.    

This is a pretty good example of why the 
industry needs a National Trade Organization 
like the NAPP.  Without us, many people would 
never have been apprised of this program until 
it was too late.  If this was the only reason you 
joined, it would be a worthwhile investment.  
This is why regulatory liaison and monitoring 
was one of the top three services people picked 
on a survey of what the members wanted the 
NAPP to provide.  If necessary, we will also get 
involved in lobbying efforts to represent our 
interests if we reach that point in the future.  

Board Meeting - Last month I discussed as 
many of the key developments and progress, 
which were made at the Board of Directors 

info@nationalpondpro.com by August 31, 
2008. This is your survey! 

NAPP represents the common business in-
terests of and works to improve business 
conditions for members of the professional 
pond industry. Through education, public 
awareness and interaction with others in the 
marketplace, the NAPP is securing the fu-
ture of our industry for the common good of 
its constituency, the public and the environ-
ment. For more information contact Sherry 
Loudermilk 706-258-3534.

The water garden industry continues to grow. 
But, how do businesses take full advantage of 
that growth? By understanding the industry 
better and uncovering opportunities based on 
market trends. The National Association of 
Pond Professionals (NAPP) is leading the way 
to discovering what the trends are in todayôs 
market by conducting a Water Garden Indus-
try Survey in the Fall of 2008. The resulting 
overview will provide current status of the in-
dustry, including competitive analysis, distri-
bution chain, pond owner profiles and growth 
potential. Published results will be available 
in late 2008 or 2009. 

The survey intends to reflect industry busi-
nesses, including contractors, landscapers, 

dealers, distributors and manufacturers. We will 
be working with other industry associations to 
encourage individual membership to participate 
by taking the survey. If you belong to additional 
associations that you think are interested, let us 
know by contacting Sherry Loudermilk at 706-
258-3534. We also welcome individuals in the 
industry to join our list of participants.

We are interested in making sure the NAPP Wa-
ter Garden Industry Survey provides you with 
an essential business tool. So, we are asking 
you to share your thoughts on information you 
would find most valuable. Whether you provide 
contract services, own a retail store or manu-
facture water garden products, your opinion is 
important to us. Please send your suggestions to 

NAPP TO CONDUCT WATER GARDEN INDUSTRY SURVEY

MAKING SENSE FROM THE 
EPA DRAFT FOR WATERSENSE

Understanding the challenges of water short-
ages, change in rainfalls and increased pres-
sures for pollution are important to every-
one and especially our industry.  Working to 
maintain green thinking is very important to 
any industry especially the water gardening 
industry.   It is well-known and shown through 
several market surveys that water gardening 
consumers are keen to utilize methods that 
protect and preserve the environment.  In fact 
a recent survey showed that over 67% of the 
U.S. population made some of their buying de-
cisions based on the impact of the product on 
the environment.

What better way to protect the environment than 
to install a product that promotes and restores 
wildlife.  A water garden creates the place for 
local wildlife and migrating wildlife to flour-
ish.  Through extensive commercial and resi-
dential development, paving land surfaces and 
increasing lawns have destroyed local habitats 

and promoted poor water stewardship.  Water 
gardens bring back natural ecosystems that are 
extremely environmentally friendly.  It has been 
reported that a water garden uses less water than 
a conventional lawn.  Certainly a water garden 
uses less water and chemicals than a swimming 
pool or spa.  As what we install are synthetically 
lined ornamental ponds and water gardens, wa-
ter is not lost to the ground but maintained.  The 
plants help to reduce the evaporation as com-
pared to swimming pools and spas.  The benefit 
to the environment balances the amount of wa-
ter used to maintain a water garden.   

Recently a large volume of emails have been 
circulating regarding the EPA WaterSense draft 
for the guidelines for a ñWater-Efficient Single-
Family New Home Specificationò.  The pur-
pose of the draft is to provide a certification for 
a WaterSense labeled home that will make help 
Americans save water and protect the environ-
ment.  The current draft is not only negative 

about water gardens and ponds but claims 
they have no purpose other than aesthetic or 
beautification purposes.  Obviously we all 
disagree with the way the draft has project-
ed water gardens and ponds.  We encourage 
efforts that promote better water usage and 
encourage a better community atmosphere.  

To help we have collaborated with other 
industry and governmental organizations 
to work together to develop a unified state-
ment for response back to the EPA.   Our 
goal is to have a single voice with the great-
est impact.  In the next few weeks we will 
send an email with a meaningful and strong 
statement on how we feel this draft should 
be changed.  We will ask for your help to 
carry this message to the EPA and others.  
To get a better understanding on what Wa-
terSense is all about we encourage you to 
visit http://www.epa.gov/watersense/specs/
homes.htm.     

GARY JONES

JOIN US FOR NAPPõS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
AUGUST 6, 2008 Å 7:30 AM

RADISSON PLAZA LORD BALTIMORE IN THE BALITMORE THEATRE




